[image: image1]
[image: image23.png]lutheran
malaria
initiative





[image: image4.emf]           To the saints at St. John’s Lutheran Church

[image: image5.png]Daily Lectiol

ry Readings for July

July 1 July 2 S July3 July 4 July 5 July &
Josh 6627 | Josh7:1-26 Josh10:1-25 | Josh23:1-16 | Josh 24:1-31
Acts 10:1833 | Acts 1034-48 Acts 1111930 | Acts 12125 | Acts 13112
July 7 July 8 July 9 S July 10 July 11 July 12
Judg 2823 | Judg 37-31 Judg 4124 | Judg6:124 | JudgB2540 | Judg7i1-23
Acts 131341 | Acts 1342.52 | Acts 14118 | Acts 14:19-15:5 | Acts 15621 Gal 1:1-24
July 13 July 14 July 15 July 16 S July 17 July 18
Judg13:125 | Judg 14120 | Judg 15:1-16:3 | Judg 16:430 | 1Sam 1:120 | 1Sam 1:21-2:17
Gal 2:1-21 Gal3122 | Gal3234:11 | Gal41231 Gal 5:1-26 Gal B:1-18
July 19 July 20 July 21 July 22 July 23 S July24
15am 21836 | 1Sam 3121 | 1Sam4:1-22 | 1Sam516:3 | 1SamB197:17 | 1Sam 8:122
Acts 152241 | Acts16:122 | Acts16:2340 | Acts 18111 | Acts19:122 | Acts21:1536
July 25 July 26 July 27 July 28 July 29 July 30
1Sam81-22 | 1Sam 10127 | 15am 12125 | 1Sam 13:1-18 |1Sam 14:47-159 | 1Sam 15:10:35
Acts 21:37-22:16 | Acts 22:17-29 | Acts 22:30-23:11| Acts 23:12:35 | Acts 241123 |Acts 24:24-25:12
S July31 August 1 August 2 August 3 August 4 August 5
1Sam 16:1:23 | 1Sam 17:1-19 | 1Sam 17:2047 |1Sam 17:48-16:9| 15am 18:1030 | 1Sam 19:1-24
Acts 25:1327 | Acts 26:1-23 | Acts 26:24-27:8 | Acts 27.926 | Acts 27.27-44 | Acts 28:1-15




As citizens of the United States, this month we celebrate independence from tyranny and freedoms that few others have ever had; freedom to travel, to speak for and against ideas, to earn a living as we wish, AND we have the freedom to worship God in a fashion that we believe to be faithful. These have come at a cost in the lives and fortunes of patriots, past and present. 

As Christians, we remember that not only are we citizens of this great nation, but that we are also citizens of the Kingdom of God.  St. Paul reminds us in Philippians 3:20 that as baptized Children of God: “Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

This hope for salvation has brought the faithful through some terrible times of persecution that started with the attacks against the Christians in Jerusalem as recorded in the Book of Acts.  These attacks have continued non-stop in one place or another throughout history and continue even today.  But the hope of salvation in Christ and freedom in Him has driven believers to struggle against these situations to be faithful.
As we proudly celebrate our nation’s birthday and our liberty from oppression, we recognize our freedoms as gift from God.   We see too that the freedoms we enjoy in
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the United States of America are a mere shadow of the freedom that we have been given in Christ Jesus.  Yet, as faithful Christians, we recognize that even in this great nation, we are all under the thumb of tyranny.  Slaves to an oppressive master, one who desires to deprive us of all freedom.  This tyrannical master is none other than sin and our sinful natures. 

Yet God orchestrated a revolution, of sorts, in which the power of sin was destroyed.  John 1:29: “John saw Jesus…and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”’  God’s champion went to die like a sacrificial lamb for the faults of His people.  Thus, those who are baptized and believe are made the Children of God and are freed from the tyranny of sin. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household.  Ephesians 2:19. 

And so it is because of Christ that we go together into the world to celebrate our freedom from the oppression of sin and proclaim the love of Christ to those who have not yet heard or understood what true freedom really means!

Pastor Giese
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●

Farmville, VA 23901

●

434-392-1875

●

stjohnsfarmville@gmail.com

Rev. Joel M. Giese, Pastor


Tending the Flame Conference

Hand in Hand: Ministry and Mission Across the Generations
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Event Date and Location:

July 29-31, 2011

Holiday Inn Koger Center, Richmond VA
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  Event Details:

       http://se.lcms.org/
Room rate: $93 per night -  804-379-3800 

   (this rate expires July 8 and you will need to 
     identify that you are with the Southeastern 
        District Lutheran Church to receive the 
             room block rate of $93 per night)
Registration fee Schedule:     
 - $90 per person  (Registration is now open)

 - $60 for online registrations before June 15 

 - Youth Event - $25

 - Children’s program - $25

 - Childcare - free (age 3 & under)
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American Independence  
July 4, 1776 is the date at the top of the Declaration of Independence, which is the formal document proclaiming the independence of the 13 American Colonies from Great Britain.  But, in a quirk of history, the Continental Congress actually passed the resolution to separate from Great Britain on July 2nd and not on the 4th of July! 
Here is something you might not have known… 
In a remarkable coincidence, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the only signers of the Declaration of Independence later to serve as Presidents of the United States, both died on the same day: July 4, 1826.  This just happened to be the 50th anniversary of the Declaration. Although not a signer of the Declaration of Independence, James Monroe, the Fifth President of the United States, died on July 4, 1831. Calvin Coolidge, the Thirtieth President, was born on July 4, 1872, and thus was the only President to be born on Independence Day. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. John’s

I start this month’s newsletter article with a little information that I overlooked last month sent by Chuck Ironmonger. Several members of St. John’s participated in a prayer walk in the Scott’s Drive sub division last month. Here is a brief report as submitted by Chuck.
Evangelism News! Several members of St. John’s, including Alyssa Giese and two guests, Kathryn and Kaliena Dimaano, completed the evangelism walk last Sunday. Approximately 60 homes were visited. Of course some people were not home, but we left gift bags at each home and had a 30% response to our offer to take prayer requests. We had a “debriefing” when we got back to the church and shared our experiences. Pastor Giese prayed over the requests we had received from our friends in the Scott Drive neighborhood. Praise God for blessing us with good weather and volunteers to plant seeds of faith. Thanks to all who prayed, drove and walked!
As we enter the month of July, we do so with one less church staff member. Pastor Brian Martin has concluded his one year service to St. John’s as our assistant pastor. We offer Brian, Claire and their family our prayers that God will provide a “Call” to Brian. On behalf of St. John’s, “Thanks Brian” for all of your time and services in spreading God’s word to this congregation and mission outreaches.

Included elsewhere in this month’s newsletter is a sample of St. John’s advertisement that will be in the Town of Farmville directory, which is sent out and provided around the area. Thanks to the evangelism team for drafting this information for publication.

Now a little news about our new church home. The office/educational wing is 99% complete. The reason I say 99% is because there will always be something that needs to be done. The wing was dedicated to the service of God on Sunday, June 19th, 2011 after the late service. Most items have been transferred over into the new wing. The church office has been set up, and Pastor Giese is in the process of customizing his office. Thanks to those who helped getting things moved around. Thanks to Jack Miller and Mike Schember for hooking up the audio/video in the nursery. As mentioned in previous newsletters, there are things that will be needed for the class rooms and offices. A list of items has been posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship corridor by the buildings and grounds trustees with assistance from the Sunday school superintendant. I encourage anyone who wishes to help with these items to contribute financially so that the items may be purchased by the church. This way, the items can stay uniform in style, size, and color. To make sure that charitable gifts to the church are within certain needs, a Gift Review committee has been set up by the chairman of the Building Committee. Before an item is to be received by St. John’s, it is planned that such generous gifts will be considered by the Gift Review committee. If the committee deems that such a gift is not necessarily needed, then the donor will be asked to reallocate their generous contribution.

The members of the Building Committee have served diligently for the past 6 years. Their task has been completed and the committee has been dissolved. I extend my thanks and the thanks of the church to Jack Stamper for serving as chairman of the Building Committee. Thanks also go out to Mr. Andy Blanton, Mrs. Patti Carlson, Mrs. Rebecca Giles, Mr. Chuck Ironmonger, Mr. Randy Kyner, Mr. Jack Miller, Mr. Mike Schember, Mr. Paul Schember, Sr., Pastor Bob Sorenson, and of course as an advisor, Pastor Joel Giese. Mr. Randy Kyner has served a dual role during the last year on the building committee. As treasurer of St. John’s, he has seen to it that the financial aspects of the project have been taken care of. Randy has considerable time invested in the “behind the scene” part of this important project of the office/educational wing construction “Thanks to all of you”. I also thank all of the members of St. John’s for your contribution to the new church home. The original commitment of $392K towards the SGSE program has exceeded over $400K. He may be listed last, but only as a conclusion to this topic. All glory, laud and honor go to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for His many blessings to St. John’s. Please remember to give Him thanks during your daily prayer petitions. 

I would like to gently remind everyone that in the office/educational wing, all the corridor doors have closures on them. These closures are to provide the necessary requirements for the smoke corridor. The doors must remain shut at all times. I realize that this will NOT happen, especially when the rooms may be occupied. I do respectfully ask however that when you are done with the rooms to remove the rubber wedges when you leave. This will minimize the travel of smoke and fire should there be any. This also applies to the narthex to sanctuary doors, narthex to office/educational wing doors, narthex to kitchen door, and narthex to cry room door. Thanks.

In closing, I ask that the members keep an eye open for unusual critters around the facility. It has been reported that gorillas, lions, giraffes and other jungle animals may be moving in. A BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE is scheduled for the week of July 18th – 22nd for all children from age 3 to age 12. Older children are also welcome to help out. St. John’s Vacation Bible School is coming soon.

May each and everyone have a blessed July.

                                                                                                            God’ Peace,

                                                                                                                 Longest  
July Health Notes

Gentle Fitness Class—continues to be a success.  There are about 8-12 attendees and room for more.  While our instructor, Eleanor, is on vacation Sherry Walters and Barbara Lietzke will be leading the sessions.   Come have fun with us Tuesdays  3:00 – 3:45.

Red Cross Babysitting Class-was held May 28th.  There were five in attendance for the 7 hours instruction.  Those receiving certificates from St. Johns are Hannah, Chelsea, Lauren, and Rachel.

Summer Heat has arrived—here are some dos and don’ts of summertime fun
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Cover up.  T-shirts and hats are important.  Find shade or use an umbrella.

· Avoid being outside midday when the sun is the strongest.

· Look for cream sunscreens with broad-spectrum protection, meaning they 

· block UVA and UVB rays, that are water-resistant for sweat or pools

· Reapply sunscreen every hour.

· Use sunscreen with Zinc, Titanium dioxide, Avobenzone or Mexoryl SX in the ingredient list.

· Avoid sunscreens with Oxybenzone, Vit-A (retinyl palmitate), added insect repellent and sunscreens that are spays or powders.

· Use a sunscreen between SPF 30 and 50.  Anything less won’t give you the protection you need.

· Boycott tanning salons:  Tanning beds have 15 times the UV radiation of the sun, and increase cases of melanoma.

· Avoid burning.   It increases your risk for skin cancer.  If you do burn, treat with all-natural aloe vera gel from plant or bottle.

Driving as we age

[image: image20.wmf] In the last few years, I personally have noticed that when I am visiting my sons and we drive somewhere, I am not in the driver’s seat.  WHY?  According to the National Institute on Aging we all age differently and there is no way to set one age when everyone should stop driving.  So, how do you know if you should stop?  

To help decide, ask yourself:

· Do others drivers often honk at me? 
· Have I had some accidents, even if they are only “fender benders”?

· Do I get lost, even on roads I know?

· Do cars or people walking seem to appear out of nowhere?

· Have family, friends, or my doctor said they are worried about my driving?

· Am I driving less these days because I am not as sure about my driving as I used to be?

· Do I have trouble staying in my lane?

· Do I have trouble moving my foot between the gas and the brake pedals, or do I confuse the two?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, it may be time to think about whether or not you are still a safe driver.

The following is a list of reasons we need to think twice about our driving as we age.

OUR BODIES-joints get stiff and muscles weaken which makes it harder to turn your head to look back, turn the steering wheel quickly and brake safely.

What can we do?

· See your doctor if you think pain or stiffness gets in the way of your driving.

· Drive a car with automatic transmission, power steering, power brakes and large mirrors.

· Be physically active to improve your strength and flexibility.

OUR VISION: eyesight changes as we get older.  At night, your may have trouble seeing things clearly.  Glare may be a problem-from oncoming headlights, street lights or the sun.  Eye diseases, such as glaucoma, cataracts, and macular degeneration, as well as some medicines may also change your vision.

What can we do?
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Have your vision checked every 2-4 years if you are age 40-64 and every 1-2 years if you are 65 or older.  They are many vision problems your doctor can treat such as a cataract.

· If you need glasses to see far away while driving, make sure your prescription 

· is correct.  And always wear them when driving.

· Cut back on night driving if you are having trouble seeing in the dark.

OUR HEARING:  this changes as we age, making it harder to notice horns, sirens, or noises from your own car.  Sounds warn you when to pull over or get out of the way.
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What can we do?

· Have your hearing checked.  This is recommended every 3 years after 

         the age of 50-get a hearing aid and wear it

· Try to keep the inside of the car as quiet as possible.

· Pay attention to warning lights on the dashboard.

OUR REACTIONS: safe driving depends on reacting quickly to other cars and people on the road.  You may find that your reflexes are slower and your attention span may be shorter.  Or, it might be harder for you to do two things at the same time.

What can we do?

· Leave more space between you and the car in front of you.

· Start braking early when you need to stop.

· Avoid high traffic areas when you can.

· If you must drive in a fast-moving highway, drive in the right-handed lane.

· Take a defensive driving course.  AARP and AAA or your car insurance company can help find a class near you.

OUR HEALTH: Some health problems can make it harder for people of any age to drive safely.  At some point, someone with health problems may feel that he or she is no longer a good driver and may decide to stop driving.

What can we do?

· Tell a family member or your doctor if you become confused while driving.

OUR MEDICATIONS: Medications have side effects—lightheadedness, drowsy and less alert.  As we age we tend to take more medications.

What can we do?

· Read the medicine labels carefully and pay attention to any warnings.

· Make a list of all your medicines, and talk to a doctor or a pharmacist about 

how they may affect your driving.

· Don’t drive if you feel lightheaded or drowsy.

More tips for Safe Driving

Planning before you leave:

· Plan to drive on streets you know.

· Limit your trips to places that are easy to get to and close to home. 
· Take roads that will avoid risky spots like ramps and left turns.

· Add extra time for travel.

· Don’t drive when you are stressed or tired.

· Always wear your seat belt.

· Stay off the cell phone.

· Avoid distractions such as eating, listening to the radio or having conversations.

· Make sure there is enough space behind your car.

· Use your window defroster to keep both the front and back windows clear.

· Keep your headlights on at all times.

· Drive a car with air bags.

· Check your windshield wiper blades often.

· Keep your headlights clean and aimed in the right direction.

· Think about getting hand controls for both the gas and brake pedals if you have leg problems.

How will I get around?

If you stop driving, how will we get around?  There may be more ways to get around than you think.  Some areas have low-cost bus or taxi service.  Some communities have carpools that you can join without a car.  Religious and civic groups sometimes have volunteers who will drive you where you want to go.  Your local Area Agency on Aging can help find services in your area. Call 800-677-1116 or go to www.eldercare.gov to find the nearest Area Agency on Aging.


You can also think about taking taxis.  Sound pricey?  Don’t forget—it costs a lot to own a car—purchase price, insurance, maintenance gas, oil or other car expenses, then you may be able to afford to take a taxi.

Making decisions about your driving skills is hard, but it is important to find the safest option for you and the others who share the road with you.  On our bulletin board is a list of some helpful Federal and non-Federal resources.

Rev. Dean Christ at the seminary, CLET, in Dapaong in Togo


The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod began work 
in Togo in 1980.   Leadership training is being 
conducted among the Moba, Gurma and Gangam 
people of Togo through CLET.

Top picture: Rev Christ in his classroom with the seminarians and their wives, who also attend some of the classes.

Bottom picture: The children of CLET, the seminary.

LCMS World Mission

Memo: ‘61014” for CLET/Togo

1333 S. Kirkwood Road

St. Louis, Missouri, 63122-7295

VBS Mission Project – Lutheran Malaria Initiative

This year’s Vacation Bible School Mission Project is the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. 

We are asking both the congregation and participants in VBS to make a difference 

in this worthy mission.  How can you help? 

· Pray: Pray for those who suffer from malaria, and for those who are working to prevent, treat and contain the disease.

· Learn: Learn more about malaria and tell your family, friends, congregation and community. 

· Get Involved: Inspire your congregation, school or ministry to participate. Consider serving on a Lutheran Malaria Initiative committee or organizing a fundraiser. 

· Give: Consider making a commitment to the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. Your generous gift will enable us to respond to this great need and enable us to serve even more people.
Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by parasites transmitted to people through the bites of malaria-carrying mosquitoes.  The numbers on this disease are staggering. There are more than 200 million cases of malaria each year and of those infected, nearly a million die—the vast majority being pregnant women and children under age 5. Malaria takes the life of a child every 45 seconds.    

The good news is that there is hope. Malaria is 100 percent preventable and treatable.   And, the proven methods to prevent and treat this devastating disease are relatively simple and inexpensive. In fact, one of the most effective prevention is the use of an insecticide-treated bed net—which only costs $10! 
Vacation Bible School will be collecting donations for this mission through July 24th.  Please see the display in the narthex and consider how you can help.  Thank you!

.Invite your neighbor’s and coworker’s children!  All welcome!
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~ The Small Catechism ~


~ The Small Catechism ~


The Lord’s Prayer; Petitions 4 - 7


As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household





The Fourth Petition: Give us this day our daily bread.


- What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.


- What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.





The Fifth Petition: And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.


- What does this mean? 


We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.





The Sixth Petition: And lead us not into temptation.


- What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.





The Seventh Petition: But deliver us from evil.


- What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.





The Conclusion: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.* Amen.


- What does this mean?  This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”                 From Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House   
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As of Jun 30th, 2011…





What is happening this month?


1913 S. Main Street. 


Sale: No further information at this time.


Please continue to pray for God’s guidance and direction in this matter.





1301 Milnwood Road.  


The Education Wing: COMPLETED!


We dedicated the Education Wing and the steeple on Sunday, June 19th.  


Now we settle in and get the things we need to make the wing a functional center for Christian education.


Grounds Update: There have been several improvements to the grounds recently


The backdoor with our only step now has a handrail.  


The Chancel wall behind the Altar has been painted two-tone to give depth.  Originally, the architect had selected a fire-engine red for that wall, but that color clashed with everything.


Check out the new driveway markers!


At long last, the Altar and Pulpit have been re-painted. The three colors were chosen to match the Chancel wall.


JE Jamerson: As reported previously, we are still waiting for JEJ to resolve several issues.


Though the building program is finished, this newsletter posting will continue for the time being to report continued progress.





Respectfully Submitted, Pastor Giese





Church Calendar:





The Church Calendar is hanging in the hallway to the Fellowship Hall.  Please make use of it so that we can be sure to communicate  upcoming  events  to  everyone.            


                                Thanks!





Thanks to all who participated in the dedication, June 19th!


By God’s grace, our Ed. Wing is finished & dedicated.  We have a great new tool in our mission and ministry to Southside, VA.  I praise God for St. John’s resolve and I ask God to guide us to use this wonderful new space to His glory!


God bless you each!


Pr. Giese





God Bless America!





Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage.  Grant that we remember Your generosity and constantly do Your will.  Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life.  Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action.  Grant that we, who came from many nations with many different languages, may become a united people.  Support us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land.  When times are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail, but let our faith in You grow; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen! 





Please remember to lock the church 


doors when you leave the building! 








This Year’s Conference:


This year’s conference brings together five outstanding leaders in our church to inspire and resource us for ministry and mission across the generations as we walk hand-in-hand. Workshop sessions include additional presentations on serving in multi-generational ministries and reaching across the generations with the Gospel.








