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To the saints who are at St. John’s Lutheran Church, and are faithful in Christ Jesus.

   “Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1 Tim 6:6-7).

   As autumn approaches, many churches begin to think more concretely in terms of stewardship emphases. Stewardship drives, themes, and preaching make their way into the collective conscience of those who gather regularly to worship and praise our Creator.  

   It may be that everything that surrounds the teaching and application of Christian stewardship surfaces now because of end of the year budget concerns. Or, perhaps the topic comes up now because “that’s always the way we’ve done it.” Ideally, it is a topic we make room for every day.  

   Being good managers of the blessings God continually sends our way is nothing less than a divine calling for those of us who claim Christ as our Savior. And, while material wealth is to be shared with those less fortunate as well as cheerfully given for the work of the Church at large, always to glorify God, we have an even more important stewardship challenge. 

   “The source and strength of Christian stewardship is the blood-bought salvation that is so richly and daily given us in Christ. We are given a new purpose in life and a new hope. We are given new hearts and renewed minds. We are set on a new path of life. We are freed from our former slavery to sinful patterns of thought and action. Having been saved, redeemed and forgiven by our good and gracious God, we now live in the reality of that salvation. We realize that life is not just about us, but about God’s will for us. We live now in the awareness that all things belong to God. We are called to be stewards of those things God has entrusted to us.” In other words, sharing the Gospel of life in Christ with those who do not yet know Him is our primary challenge and duty as Christ-followers. “Stewards don’t just bury this treasure, they put it to work! This is our sacred trust and responsibility. Christ wants us to share the saving Gospel He has committed to our trust, so that with it and through it, others may be won for Him for all eternity (Mark 5:19–20).He died for all (2 Cor.5:15) and it is His will that none should perish, but that all should be brought to repentance and faith” (2 Peter 3:9). (Quotations are from Dr. A.L. Barry’s “What About… series). 

   May God give each of you a rich measure of confidence and courage as you reach out to others with His life-giving Good News of new and eternal life in Jesus Christ!

Pastor Martin
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Worship Opportunities at St. John’s

for FALL 2010

Sunday Mornings:  

Worship at 8:00a.m. (50 mins. with weekly Communion)

Worship at 10:00a.m. (Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)

Wednesday Evenings: 

Vesper Service at 7:00p.m. (about 30-45 mins.)

Third Thursdays of Each Month: 

Brookview Lodge Care Facility Service at 3:30p.m. (about 30-45 mins.)

Prayer and Healing Service: 

Thursday, October 21, 2010 (about 45-60 mins.)

Thanksgiving Eve Service: 

Wednesday, November 24, 2010 at 7:00p.m. (about 45-60 mins.)

Midweek Advent Services: 

Wednesdays, December 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22nd (about 30-45 mins.)

Christmas Eve Service: 

Friday, December 24th at 7:00p.m. (about 60 mins. with Communion)
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Just in case you had not heard…

Alyssa, Caleb, Justin, Michelle and Pastor want to officially announce 

the birth of a new little brother.

Thomas Ehm Giese

was born Monday, August 2, 2010 at 5:09 a.m. 

at Southside Community Hospital

Thomas will be brought into the family of God by the holy waters of Baptism 

at the second service of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Farmville, Virginia

on Sunday, September 5, 2010.

We wish to thank you for your thoughts and prayers as we celebrate and adapt to the new life that God has graciously given us.  Thank you for the generosity and kindness which you have shown to us with gifts and food.  We are sincerely grateful!
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What is happening with our building project?

As of September 1st, 2010…

What is happening now?

· 1913 S. Main Street. We continue to pray and patiently wait God’s timing.

· Grounds: Thanks to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast for moving all of the parking blocks back into place.  Also, the play-sets have been moved from the old building to the side-yard off the Fellowship Hall of 1301 Milnwood.  Thanks to those who moved and cleaned the play-sets for the children.  The sign base has been poured and the sign itself has been installed and lit.  The new placards are on the way and will be installed by the end of the month.  Thanks to those who worked so hard to get the sign up!
· Sanctuary Seating: The chairs are ordered! We are getting closer to having a unified seating system in the sanctuary.  Praise God! 

· The Education Wing: The Building Committee has yet to make a final decision regarding who or how the Education Wing will be completed.  They will meet again this month to make these decisions. If the Committee moves forward and makes a decision in the coming weeks, there is no reason why we should not be moved in and ready for school to start next fall.  Let us pray that God guides and blesses this effort.

· Other Progress:  The Steeple Subcommittee is in the process of selecting a steeple appropriate for our building.  Once the subcommittee has come to agreement, they will present their recommendations to the Building Committee which will evaluate the choices, give approval for one design, and establish a time-line for installation.
· Additional Projects:  Several people have suggested additional side-projects such as an outdoor pavilion, columbarium, gardens, additional landscaping, etc… If you have an idea for work projects around the church (INCLUDING THE ONES MENTIONED ABOVE) please write them down and submit them to Jack Stamper (Chair of the Building Committee), Chuck Ironmonger (Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Trustees), or Pastors Giese or Martin. Remember, mentioning an idea in passing will not get it done!
We are getting closer and closer to a completed building!  

How wonderfully God has blessed us!

Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Giese
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Christianity vs. Mormonism

At St. John’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Morning Adult Class

Come with Questions

Some of the topics that we will discuss:

· Are Mormons Christian?

· What is the history of Mormonism in the United States?

· Is Mormonism really related to the Masonic Lodge?

· What should I do when the Mormons come to my door?

· What is the truth about the origins of Mormonism?

· What do Mormons teach regarding:

*  The afterlife


*  The origins of their faith

*  The origins of life

*  The father, son, and holy ghost

*  The American Indians
*  The requirements of the temple

This is a class that EVERYONE should attend!
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THE LUTHERAN LECTURE SERIES

Presents a day focusing on Medical Ethics. The theme for this year is:

COME LET US PLAY GOD

Four Lutheran scholars who have contributed to the bioethics discussions taking place in our nation will each make a presentation. Have you wondered about in vitro fertilization, surrogate motherhood, and other ethical topics? 

These and other issues will be examined from a Lutheran perspective.

This event will take place on October 30th at Augustana Lutheran Church in Hickory, NC. It will start at 11AM and go to 4:30 PM. For more information, contact Rev. Ray R. Ohlendorf at 828.632.4863. or revxpistos@charter.net 

– Session I –

A Lutheran Understanding of Ethics, the Mind of the Maker

By Rev. John Pless - Professor at Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne

– Session II –

The Right to Live, It is Good that You are Here

By Dr. Robert Weise - Professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
– Session III –

The Right to Die, the Considerate Hero

By Dr. James Bachman - Professor at Concordia University, Irvine CA

– Session IV –

A Brave New World, Welcome to the Promise Land

By Dr. Mark Mattes - Professor at Grand View University, Iowa
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2010 Service of Installation

You Are Cordially Invited

to a 

Service of Installation

for

Rev. Matthew Carl Harrison, President

The Vice Presidents,

and Other Officers, Boards and Commissions of

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Saturday, September 11, 2010 | 11 a.m. (Eastern Standard Time)

The Chapel of Saint Timothy and Saint Titus

on the campus of Concordia Seminary

801 Seminary Place

St. Louis, Missouri 63105

The installation service and reception are open to everyone. 

Lunch and festivities immediately following on the seminary campus.



The Youth will host a movie night, 

for   the entire congregation, 

featuring "The Apostles of Comedy"

  on Saturday, September 25th, 

       starting at 7:00 p.m., which

   will be presented by Mr. and Mrs.

         Kim Kenny.  All invited 

            for  a night of fun and                 fellowship. 


September ushers for ten o'clock service 
are Beth & Chuck Ironmonger.

Men's Prayer Breakfast 

will be Saturday September 25.  

Please note this is Not the third Saturday as it normally is. We are changing this month ONLY , to accommodate  
the ladies Tea Party. Meal is 
provided by experienced 
cooks Randy Kyner & Ray 
Carlson and will be served at 
8AM.  We will hear lesson 9 with theme "Corporate Takeovers".  We welcome all males, please come and bring a friend or family.

Thanks to our Sunday School Teachers for the New Year!

Pre-School Class : Margaret Kenny assisted
                                by Rita Anema
Elementary: Kim Kenny

Bible History : Marion Kyner

Confirmation: Pastor Martin

Youth: Longest Varner

Adult Class: Pastor Giese
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Church Picnic!

Sunday Sept 12
Come celebrate the beginning of grade level Sunday School!Picnic to be on church grounds.  Simply bring your favorite picnic items to share. 

Fun and games for children!


This Month:
Pastor, we speak about the Bible being inerrant (without error), but what about the discoveries that science is making everyday?
Historically, Lutheranism has never regarded the Bible as a science textbook. The Scriptures themselves make it clear that their primary purpose is to lead us to Christ and He said that He is the focus and content of the Scriptures (Luke 24). The Bible tells us the why of the Heavens and the Earth, but not necessarily the how.  We believe that what the Bible says of science is accurate, but we recognize that it does not exhaust what may be learned and known from science.  Therefore, unlike some denominations, we do not try to build a textbook of natural science out of the Bible. 

Sometimes, when people talk about the Bible's reliability and truthfulness (which is really what inerrancy and infallibility are all about), they err in assuming that such terms are meant to imply that the Bible has "every" answer  about "every" possible question known to mankind; past, present, and future.  This is a modern phenomenon: to place "over" Scripture the flawed judgment of human reason.  This leads to numerous errors including the rejection of the key doctrines of the Bible regarding our Lord Jesus Christ and our relationship with him.

Clearly the Bible does not and was never intended to work like this. God gifted us with reason.    When used
in service to the truth of God's Word, we can use it to learn, explore, and discover the inner workings of God’s creation and things about which the Scriptures are relatively silent. However, the primary and most important purpose of the Bible is  and always will be to bring us sinful human beings to trust in Christ and to know Him and His salvation (see John 5:39; 2 Timothy 3:15ff; John 20:30-31).

Source: LCMS.org

Members of St. John’s, welcome to the month of September, 2010.

In last month’s newsletter article, I asked “what now?” This “what now” was in reference to the finishing of the educational wing. Thirty days have gone by, and yet we still are no further along with decisions concerning the educational wing. How long must we wait? The congregation passed a resolution several months ago that the unfinished section be completed, but not at the expense of other pending small projects. Most of these other pending small projects have been completed, but we still have an unfinished educational wing. The family of St. John’s wants to see growth, but I personally don’t see this happening until the educational/office wing is completed. We are not likely to attract new young families if we have no areas for Christian education, such as individual classrooms. Having Sunday school classes in the fellowship hall is okay as a temporary provision, but having multiple classes in one room is distracting to all involved. St. Johns’ children which is St. John’s future, deserves individual places to study about our God. 

Some of the little projects that have been completed recently are listed below.

This is a little late, but a little late is better than not at all. “THANKS” to Mr. Michael Schember for connecting the ice maker feature in the kitchen refrigerator. Because of Mike, there is ice availability for our smaller needs.

The playground equipment has been moved from the South Main Street property to the new church with several small repairs being made. “THANKS” to Mr. Raymond Bohns, Mr. Cary Varner, and Mrs. Catherine Varner for taking care of this.

The cabinetry in the sacristy has been installed for the paraments. “THANKS” to Mr. Raymond Bohns, Mr. Larry Mays, Mr. Robbie Mays, and Mr. Cary Varner for getting this project completed. The cabinet looks, and smells, nice.

The illuminated sign has been installed and connected. The new placards should arrive in a couple of weeks. A lot of work went into this project such as constructing forms for the concrete, pouring the concrete, trenching and installing conduit for the electrical service, and pulling wire for power. “THANKS” to Mr. Raymond Bohns, Mr. Will Bound, Miss Amanda Giles, Mrs. Rebecca Giles, Mr. Randy Kyner, and Mr. Cary Varner. It sure is nice for people that are passing by to be able to identify the new building as a church instead of a funeral home.

The concrete stopping blocks have been pushed around and pushed around. Mr. Ray Carlson, Mr. Mike Evanko, Mr. Randy Kyner, and Mr. Cary Varner have been pushing back though. “THANKS” to these members for realigning the parking stops.  

 There is a new closet that has been constructed in the choir room for the storing of robes, music, and other items. “THANKS” to Mr. Alvin Honebein for constructing this much needed addition to the choir room.

The sanctuary seating should be arriving soon. When the seating was ordered, it was indicated that they should arrive by the end of September. These chairs will be a much welcomed arrival. The metal chairs that were provided by Awesome Party Supplies will be leaving soon. They have contacted us with a need to have their chairs back. “THANKS” to Margaret Collins of Awesome Party Supplies for allowing St. John’s to use these chairs.

Here is a little information concerning the climate control within the building. The cooling is set at 72 degrees. Pastor Giese, Pastor Martin, and the choir members wear additional clothing during the service. This temperature is to try and help keep them cool. If the temperature seems a little cool, please bring a light weight sweater or jacket. The heat is set for 68 degrees. This setting is energy efficient, and for most purposes is warm enough. Once again, if you feel a little cool, remember the sweaters and jackets.

As a reminder, please remember that this new building takes a lot of work. Even though we have members who are gracious enough to serve on the buildings and grounds committee, everyone here at St. John’s is a building and grounds trustee. If you see grass in the decorative rock beds, help out and pull it out. If you see trash lying around the grounds, pick it up. If you find any of the exterior doors left unlocked, lock it, or please contact a B and G trustee so that they can lock it. This is our new church home. Let’s be proud of it and take care of it. Not for me, not for our own ego, but all for the Glory of God, who made this gift possible. 

If anyone has any questions, concerns, suggestions, or request concerning our new church home, please contact one of the building and grounds trustees. The B and G team consist of Mrs. Beth Ironmonger, Mr. Chuck Ironmonger, Mr. Kim Kenny, Mrs. Margaret Kenny, and Mr. Bob Marenholz. “THANKS” to all of you on the B and G team for taking care of St. John’s.

May the peace, grace, and love of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us all. 

                                                                              God’s Peace,

                                                                                Longest

September 2010








Below is an open invitation to the congregations of the LCMS to the Installation Service of Rev. Matthew Harrison as President of the LCMS.  I share this with you because he represents the foreseeable future of our church body.


- Pastor Giese


For additional information


The installation service will be streamed live at �HYPERLINK "http://www.lcms.org/live"�www.lcms.org/live�. 


If you have questions or would like additional information, please contact the LCMS Church Information Center at 888-843-5267 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:infocenter@lcms.org"�infocenter@lcms.org�. 











