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To the saints at St. John’s Lutheran Church

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
What do you have to be thankful for?

[image: image2.emf]It is a great question to ask ourselves on occasion, especially as we come closer to the end of another year.  Most people point to things like a secure income, or family and friends, or good health.  These are all valid things and are wonderful to have and to be thankful for, but we Christians have just a bit more to be thankful for than this.

While family, friends, wealth, and health are all things that God provides for us, this is just a fraction of what God gives to each of us, sinner and saint.  God gives us all sunny days, rain, beautiful spring flowers, fall leaves, good food, safe water, secure country, ETC... These are things that He gives freely to those who trust Him and to those who despise Him.  Why?  Because we are all part of His creation, all part of His prized possession, all cherished as beloved children, even if we reject Him. 
So, what do you have to be thankful for… As a Christian who faithfully trusts God for the blessings of this life, you have more to be thankful for than the things listed above.  In fact, you have a whole future to be thankful for that those who reject God do not have.  Not only do you have and enjoy the blessings of God in creation, but also unconditional love and forgiveness.  This is all because of Christ Jesus, and because of Him you have the promise of new life in a renewed creation.  You have the God given guarantee that because of your trust and faith in Jesus, you will experience the full love of God without bounds.  You will be in His presence, in the presence of Love forever.
 First Corinthians 13 tells us about the love of God, loving us even when we are not deserving:
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  


This is what we as Christian’s have to be thankful for, the Love of God, perfect  

               love in the face of our imperfection and sin.  Thanks be to God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Giese
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                                                            Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus.

About 7 years ago, the members of St. John’s resolved to abide by the directives as given us by Jesus Christ. We try to keep this directive posted on the bulletin board in the corridor between the narthex and fellowship hall. If we have a problem with one another, then we should discuss our concern in a Christian like manner with the party with whom we may have a disagreement with. There seems to be some concerns over a subject matter that was discussed in a congregational meeting in the recent past.  I would like to review this matter in order to hopefully settle these concerns. As a sub-committee of the building committee, the Gift Review Team was established. The idea behind this team was to meet and consider gifts offered to St. John’s by members, friends, and other contributors. This team takes into consideration the need of the offered gift, the long term cost involved associated with the potential gift, and how the gift may fit into the overall aesthetics and mission of our new church home. A comparison of sorts is that one may not necessarily want modern day art hanging in a museum displaying natural history artifacts. While our intentions are good towards making generous offers to the church, it may not be a good fit. The idea behind this team set up by the building committee was to prevent a hodge-podge of well meant gifts while other needs are left unmet. 

November is the month we celebrate Thanksgiving. As I sit and write one of the few remaining articles as your congregational president, there are a couple of things I wish to share about what I’m thankful for. I am thankful for the Savior that God sent on my behalf. I am thankful that even though some day I will depart this world, my faith in Jesus Christ assures me an eternal life with Him who loved me so much, that He went to the cross for me. I am thankful for the many blessings He has provided me throughout my life. My parents; Lawrence Cary and Anne N. Varner, my siblings, my wife Catherine, my son Cary, and my brothers and sisters here at St. John’s, just to name a few. I want all of you; my family here at St. John’s, to know how much I appreciate all the calls, cards, prayers, flowers, and visits during the recent death of my father. God has given me strength through my family here at St. John’s. I also want you to know how much my family and I appreciated the use of our new church home for my father’s funeral service. Family and friends who attended the funeral service were all in awe of St. John’s new church home. God certainly has blessed us and we should continue to give Him thanks for this new beautiful structure. Thanks to Pastor Giese for conducting the funeral services for my father. Pastor Giese is yet another blessing that I give God thanks for. I pray that God would bless all of you here at St. John’s as much as He has blessed me. Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Farmville; “THANKS, and HAPPY THANKSGIVING”.

                                                                                                                                God’s Peace,

                                                                                                                             Longest

Safety for the Holidays

[image: image6.wmf]Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas are just around the corner.  These can be joyous times of family celebration, but the busyness of this season and our traditions can also create unsafe environments, especially for children.  Here are a few things to consider to help keep your loved ones safe this year.

To prevent fires:

· Trees:  Choose flame-resistant artificial trees or fresh live trees—
· the needles should be green and bend, not break.

· Lights:  Always check cords and bulbs for damage, don’t overload outlets, and always turn lights off when you go to sleep.

· Candles:  Never near/on Christmas trees.  Make sure they are in a sturdy holder.

To prevent food-borne illnesses:

· Wash your hands before preparing or eating food

· Fully cook meats and poultry.  Wash all fruits and vegetables.

· Use separate utensils for raw and cooked foods.

· We’ve all done it, BUT. . . Don’t use a utensil to taste a food and then continue to use that utensil for cooking.
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To prevent poisoning:

· Be aware that many holiday plants can be poisonous if eaten by toddlers—

· Mistletoe, holly, poinsettias, and Jerusalem cherry plants.

· Be aware of alcohol at parties—unattended cups to which children may have access.  And clean up after parties, so that children cannot get into anything the next morning.

· Make sure all medicines are inaccessible to children (young and older)

· If you will have young children in the house, make sure all cleaning or other chemicals are safely locked away.

· The national poison control number is 1-800-222-1222

To prevent choking:

· When giving gifts, check that toys are age appropriate.  Be especially aware not to give toys with small parts to babies or toddlers.

· Avoid hard candies, nuts, and whole grapes with children less than 4 years. 
· Be aware of small tree decorations that children may be able to reach and put in their mouth.  Move them out of their reach.

To prevent accidents:

· Wear protective gear and helmets when riding bikes, skateboarding, etc.

· SEAT BELTS EVERY TIME!!!!!  Children should be in car seats appropriate for their weight and age.
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Please don’t drink and drive or let anyone else drink and drive. 
· Keep your Christmas tree in a sturdy container so that it cannot be knocked or pulled over by children or pets.

To manage stress:

· Don’t overextend yourself—you DON’T have to do everything.  It’s ok to say no, and it’s ok to share the load of holiday preparations.

· Remember to exercise—a great stress reliever!  The gentle exercise classes here at church on Tuesdays and Wednesdays may be just the break you need! 
· Sleep—Keep routines (yours and children’s) as normal as possible

· Eat more veggies and drink water—healthy diets keep us feeling better.  Yes it is alright to try those holiday treats, just not all of them on the same day!  Everything in moderation!

To conclude, I simply must share that as I was researching to write this article, I found a “12 Days of Health Holiday Song” on the CDC (the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) website.  Sung to the 12 Days of Christmas, here is a sneak peak:  “The first way to health, said the CDC to me, wash hands to be safe and healthy.”  I highly recommend checking out the website at www.cdc.gov/family/holiday/   

Sources Used and For More Information see:


The American Academy of Pediatrics at aap.org


cdc.gov/family/holiday


Kidshealth.org


About.com

May I be the first to wish you a very merry and blessed Christmas, AND may our gracious Lord grant you much health and happiness in the coming holiday season.  Peace be with you.





Michelle Giese PA-C

Update from the Lutheran Seminary in Togo, West Africa

Many of the wives that attend the seminary with their student husbands are unable to read.  Therefore the seminary would like to teach the wives to read, especially the Bible.  They are in need of supplies to teach these women.  The list is as follows: notebooks, French reading books, pencils, pens, erasers etc and Bibles in French.  The other need is to put a ceiling in the women's classroom.  The classroom is very hot without a ceiling and a ceiling would help them teach a longer day.  The cost of installing a ceiling is approx.  $445.00.  If you are able to help, please contact Lorraine Christ.

Sewing dates for November—

All meetings at 10am--November 1st, 10th, 18th  then we will meet on Dec 3rd and possibly Dec 10 to make up food jars and any other food products for the Christmas Boutique.


Internet Searching?  What’s your engine?

Make your internet search engine "Good Search" and 
every time it is used there is a donation given to LWML.
So far the search engine has contributed $16,000 to LWML.

LWML is saving "BOX TOPS" Education and Campbell's UPC to send to Bethesda.  There is an envelope showing pictures of each on the bulletin board in the hallway to drop off your coupons.  Thanks for your help.
Reformation at St. John’s. Thanks to all who helped!
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It’s time for parades again!  We want to put the Fire Truck (FTO) to good use, but we need your help and support to let people in the area know that St. John's is here.  Come, walk, or ride on the truck, or donate candy.  We are hoping to have the truck in the following parades: 





December 1st: Thursday - Line-up at 6:30PM, parade at 7:00PM in Crewe


The Stampers cordially invite participants to their home for refreshments following the parade





December 2nd: Friday - Line-up at 6:30PM, parade at 7:00PM in Keysville





December 3rd: Saturday – Line-up at 1:30PM, parade at 2:00PM in Phenix





December 4th: Sunday – Line-up at 1:30PM, parade at 2:00PM in Farmville





December 11th: Sunday – Line-up at 1:30PM, parade 2:00PM, Cumberland





If your parade is not listed here, please call the church office and let us know.





Thanks to those who participate.  Remember, without you, the FTO is just a yellow truck.  Please come out to support St. John’s!  If you have not come in the past, this is the time to do it.  





We always have a great time!





Worship Opportunities at St. John’s: FALL 2011





Sunday Mornings:  


Worship at 8:00a.m. (50 mins. with weekly Communion)


Worship at 10:00a.m. (Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)





Third Thursdays of Each Month: 


Brookview Lodge Care Facility Service at 3:30p.m. (about 30-45 mins.)





Thanksgiving Eve Service: 


Wednesday, November 23, 2011 at 7:00p.m. (about 45-60 mins.)





Midweek Advent Services: 


Wednesdays, Nov 30th, Dec 7th, 14th, and 21st (about 30-45 mins.)





Christmas Eve Service: 


Saturday, December 24th at 7:00p.m. (about 60 mins. with Communion)





Christmas Day Service: 


Sunday, December 25th at 9:00a.m. (Communion / No Sunday School)





New Years Day Service: 


Sunday, January 1st at 9:00a.m. (Communion / No Sunday School)

















