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Rev. Joel M. Giese, Pastor


Greetings to all in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Two important events have occurred in the last few days. First, we northern hemisphere folks recognized once again the summer solstice on June 21st. It’s the day that officially ushers in the summer season. The second important event, at least for me personally, was June 26th. On that day I was ordained by the Church, thereby officially entering into the Divine Office of the public ministry. Following the ordination rite, I was installed as your Assistant Pastor.  This second “event” is why I’m writing about the first event. As one of your pastors now, I share the task of opening each newsletter with a few comments. And I welcome that.

So, let’s talk about this “summer” season. This is the time of year when kids are out of school. Parents take a break (albeit often too short) from work. Our culture seems to take in a collective deep breath and begin to relax a little bit. Plans for vacations are either made or begin to unfold. It seems to get hotter with each passing day. Where I live, the once green and lush foliage is already turning brown and crisp. Mosquitoes and hundreds of other “bugs” dance around our heads, bite and pierce our skin, eat up our gardens, and generally misbehave in ways that make us sometimes wish for colder air. 

Ah, summer. Vacations, beaches, swimming pools, cookouts, watermelon seed spitting contests, family reunions, gardens, ball games, summer chores, and on and on. Sometimes, with all these activities to engage, entertain, and maybe even challenge us, we may forget, if only for a little while, that we are and remain children of our loving God. Children He still calls to be in His presence in church – regularly. 
We know that it takes two people to form and develop a relationship. In this case, a saving relationship. When one is missing (as in absent from church) the relationship suffers. In Hebrews we read:  “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water… And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  
The Church is where we draw near to God even as He reaches toward us to offer forgiveness, salvation and life through His means of grace - His Word and the holy Sacraments. That is where He meets us. That crossroad where His deep love for us and our deep need for Him connect in such a way that we are able to receive His manifold blessings and carry His message of the Good News of Christ to others.  

Enjoy your summer! Take a break from the demands of life if you can. Draw in a few deep, fragrant breaths of God’s good earth while they may be had. And remember that our merciful God desires all that is good for you. Most especially the forgiveness and salvation offered through belief in the compassionate work of His only Son, sent to reclaim that which was lost. You and me.    

In the precious name of Jesus,

Pastor Martin  

A C O L Y T E   A N D   C R U C I F E R   S C H E D U L E   


 
 
 E a r l y   S e r v i c e 
 
 
 
 
 S e c o n d   S e r v i c e 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 A c o l y t e 

  C r u c i f e r 

 J u n e   6                       C a r y   V a r n e r 
 
     L a u r a   I r o n m o n g e r  E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r 

 J u n e   1 3                   H a n n a h   K i n g                    M a r y   M a r g a r e t   D e n a r o     M a r y   K y n e r 

 J u n e   2 0                   C a r y   V a r n e r                      E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r           A m a n d a   G i l e s 

 J u n e   2 7                   H a n n a h   K i n g                     A m a n d a   G i l e s                          M a r y   K y n e r 


 J u l y   4                         C a r y   V a r n e r 
 
     L a u r a   I r o n m o n g e r  E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r 

 J u l y   1 1                     H a n n a h   K i n g              M a r y   M a r g a r e t   D e n a r o    A m a n d a   G i l e s 

 J u l y   1 8                     C a r y   V a r n e r                      L a u r a   I r o n m o n g e r               M a r y   K y n e r 

 J u l y   2 5                     H a n n a h   K i n g                     A m a n d a   G i l e s         E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r 


 A u g u s t   1                 C a r y   V a r n e r                   M a r y   M a r g a r e t   D e n a r o      M a r y   K y n e r 

 A u g u s t   8                 H a n n a h   K i n g   
     L a u r a   I r o n m o n g e r  E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r 

 A u g u s t   1 5             C a r y   V a r n e r                       A m a n d a   G i l e s                         M a r y   K y n e r 

 A u g u s t   2 2               H a n n a h   K i n g                    M a r y   D e n a r o            L a u r a   I r o n m o n g e r 

 A u g u s t   2 9               C a r y   V a r n e r                      E m i l y   I r o n m o n g e r        A m a n d a   G i l e s .                                                                   

	Attention Acolytes and Crucifers:  If you are unable to attend the service for which you are scheduled, please find a replacement and notify the church office.



	What is happening with our building project?
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As of July 1st, 2010…
What is happening now?
· 1913 S. Main Street. We continue to patiently wait God’s timing.

· Grounds: The hole in the parking lot is getting larger and larger… The only thing that has slowed the decay of our new parking lot has been the bone-dry weather.  J. E. Jamerson, our builder, has been contacted and notified of the failing asphalt.  They have inspected it and have assured us that the damaged area will be removed and replaced…eventually.  In the mean time, please watch your step!  The hole has sunk about 6+ inches and we don’t want anyone to twist an ankle.
· Sanctuary Seating: The chairs will be ordered shortly. However, we are looking at 12 plus weeks for them to be delivered, and there are several things that could extend our timeframe.  We are getting closer...and on behalf of the Building Committee, I ask for your patience.  I am hopeful that we will have the new chairs in place before our Reformation Services.

· Signage: Steps have been taken to install the lighted sign by Milnwood Road.  Information for the graphics on the sign has been requested from St. Louis and will be forwarded to the sign company as soon as we receive it.
· The Educational Wing: On June 27th, the Building Committee spent a considerable amount of time reviewing the congregation’s suggestions for the proposed floor plan of the Ed Wing.  Nearly all of the suggestions have been reviewed and parts of many will be included.  There are a few remaining that had to be tabled for the sake of time.  These will be reviewed in the next few weeks. There have been some suggested improvements, parts of which will be incorporated into the design.  I am hopeful that the final plan, from which we will build, will be available to the congregation at the Voter’s Assembly on the 25th of July.

· Other Progress:  We are making progress in other parts of the building.  The Working Sacristy is currently getting a desperately needed cabinet for the paraments.  This should be completed in the coming weeks.  A donation has been given so that additional work in the Choir Room can be done.  The new flooring is already in place and cabinetry is currently being installed for the robes.
We are getting closer and closer to a completed building!  How wonderfully God has blessed us!
Grace and peace be yours in abundance 

through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 2 Peter 1:2

Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Giese

Conflict and Anger
Here are Some Ideas on Resolving Personal Conflict

Sometimes we find ourselves in situations where we are less than pleased with what is happening around us.  We have three options.  The first is to simply let it go, but this can sometimes lead to frustration and occasionally a festering, pent-up anger.  The second is to lash-out and fight.  The problem with this is that you enviably damage yourself as much as you damage your target. The third is to handle the situation in a godly manner, stating your thoughts in a caring and gentle way to those with whom you have a conflict. 

Below are some suggestions from The Peace Maker by Ken Sande for you to consider.

Glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31) Biblical peacemaking is motivated and guided by a deep desire to bring honor to God by revealing the reconciling love and power of Jesus Christ.  As we draw on His grace, follow His example, and put His teachings into practice, we can find freedom from the impulsive, self-centered decisions that make conflict worse, and bring praise to God by displaying the power of the gospel in our lives

Get the Log Out of Your Own Eye (Matthew 7:5) Attacking others only invites counterattacks.  This is why Jesus teaches us to face up to our own contributions to a conflict before we focus on what others have done.  When we overlook others’ minor offenses and honestly admit our own faults, our opponents will often respond in kind.  As tensions decrease, the way may be opened for sincere discussion, negotiation, and reconciliation.

Gently Restore (Galatians 6:1) When others fail to see their contributions to a conflict, we sometimes need to graciously show them their fault.  If they refuse to respond appropriately, Jesus calls us to involve respected friends, church leaders, or other objective individuals who can help us encourage repentance and restore peace.

Go and be Reconciled (Matthew 5:24) Finally, peacemaking involves a commitment to restoring damaged relationships and negotiating just agreements.  When we forgive others as Jesus has forgiven us and seek solutions that satisfy others’ interests as well as our own, the debris of conflict is cleared away and the door is opened for genuine peace.

What does the Bible say?

Proverbs 19:11 - A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense.

Proverbs 17:14 - Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.

1 Peter 4:8 - Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

Ephesians 4:2 - Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Colossians 3:13 - Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 - Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 



	Norms for Working Through Conflict

1 Keep always present the teachings of the Word of God.

2 Be brief, concise and stay on topic.

3 Speak for yourself, not others.

4 Challenge other’s behavior or ideas, not motives or worth.

5 No blaming.

6 No labeling.

7 No threats.

8 Send “I” messages, not “you” messages.

9 Propose a change you want rather than talking about what you don’t like.

10 Acknowledge your share in creating the conflict or tension.

11 Respect and explore the different experiences of the same event.

12 Evaluate in terms of “cost and benefits”, not “good and evil”.

13 No interrupting- care enough to listen before you respond.

14 Describe your feelings rather than acting them out or disguising them.

A NEW CONFIDENTIALITY NORM – MATTHEW 18
I NORM FOR CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS:

· Information you share with me about yourself and your own problems will be kept confidential.

· Information you share with me about someone else and your complaints or problems with that person will not be kept confidential.
II THREE THINGS YOU CAN SUGGEST:
· “You should go to the person with whom you are having the difficulty and tell him/her what you are concerned about.”

· “May I go with you to talk to the person you are concerned about?  I know this is important to you and I think it would be important to him/her as well.”

· “May I have your permission then to tell this person what you have these concerns?  I really think they should know how you feel.”

· From an article by Speed Leas of the Alban Institute



	June 27, 2010

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It’s early morning. A new day will begin to peak into view as the sun slowly rises in a couple of hours. It’s a new day in more than one sense for me. Yesterday, June 26th, I presented myself to Christ and His Church for ordination into the Office of the Public Ministry. The blessed event, blessed because of God’s presence in our midst, took place at St. John’s. How fitting, since it was in that very body of believers that I stood before the church council six years ago and announced my desire to enter the ministry. Having already completed two years of lay theology training, I was eager to continue learning in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. I knew everything would be alright after receiving the blessing of those gathered at that meeting.

Through the years that followed, first in the Training Leaders for Ministry program of the  Southeastern District, and then as a distance seminary student, I experienced the love, concern, and support of so many of you.  Though I would have continued on the road to pastoral formation without outside support, knowing that you truly cared about me and my family, and that you were only too willing to lend a hand and lift us up in prayer, made ALL the difference over these years. 

Our gracious God daily and richly provides for all of us. I know this on a very personal level, having experienced His providential care so many times. One of the ways He cares for us is through other people. You have been those people for me! Now we continue to do what we’ve been called to do – proclaim the love of Christ, reaching out to those who do not yet know Him or, perhaps, have turned away from His presence. As we work to further His kingdom we also show Christ’s love for us through our compassion for others. As St. James writes: “ 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

It is with a deep sense of gratitude that I join you in pursuing the work our Savior, Jesus, has given us. I do so with the sure and certain hope that what He has begun in us He will see to completion. I ask for your continued prayers and support as I move among you now as your pastor and servant of Christ.

Thank you for yesterday! The Gospel proclamation and worship service, music, flowers, singing, gifts, notes and cards, good food and fellowship, time with all of you, my family and my fellow pastors, all overshadowed by the presence of God, will not be forgotten. I want to especially thank all of you for the beautiful red stoles and chasuble. Lorraine Christ and Beth Marmorstein are to be commended for producing such beautiful artwork. And the LWML and Altar Guild! We are blessed to have such active and caring groups in our church. Thanks to Becky Bound, the choir, and Claire, for such God-inspired music! I am indebted to Pastor Giese for his personal involvement and care in seeing the whole “process” through to completion. I am also humbled to know that many others contributed to yesterday’s celebration. Thank you as well!! Most of all, I want all of you to know how much I appreciate you taking the time yesterday to gather with my family and me in the holy presence of God to be a part of a day I’ve anticipated for years.  

In the name of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Amen.

Pastor Brian Martin        
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This Month:
Pastor, what about the Chaplaincy?
The story is told about Martin of Tours, a compassionate fourth century soldier, who encountered a shivering beggar on a cold winter night. Having no money to give, this soldier took off his cloak, cut it in two with his sword, and gave half to the beggar. Later that night he saw a vision in which Jesus Christ was wearing the half-cloak. As a result of this experience he became a Christian. 

Eventually, he became the patron saint of the French kings. The remaining part of St. Martin's cloak (cappella) was carried into battle by the kings as a banner signifying "the presence of God." But since the cappella was a sacred relic of the church, a priest went along as custodian. This keeper-of-the-cloak, or “cappellanus”, also tended the king's spiritual needs.  From his office was derived the title of "chaplain." 

Charlemagne started the practice of keeping the relics and the chaplains in his palace. Since few people were educated at that time, priests composed the majority of the educated class. Charlemagne not only used them as keepers of the relics but to preside over religious services, help with book keeping, and to write the official histories. They were also personal advisors to the king on both religious and non-religious issues. 

Kings all over Christian Europe adopted the practice of appointing priests as chaplain advisors. They were also appointed to many of the high offices of the church. The appointments of chaplains by kings and nobility led to their direct appointment to positions in the military.  Military service then became the norm for chaplains in Europe and elsewhere.
In the United States, chaplains are unique in the military as the only group of officers whose primary identification is with a nonmilitary institution, the Church. At the same time, they hold a unique position in the Church as clergy who are commissioned officers in a military institution and paid by the government to provide religious support. 

The military chaplain today provides armed service members with spiritual guidance, pastoral care, and moral/ethical leadership. When our chaplains take the oath of office as an officer in the military, they vow to support and defend the Constitution of the United States which includes the First Amendment which forbids the establishment of a state religion, but protects every citizen's right to the free exercise of religion.

The chaplain is an advisor in all areas of moral, ethical and spiritual matters. They have the unique opportunity to meet with and influence military personnel, regardless of rank, and their dependents.  Often these are people that might never otherwise come to a chapel or church. What's more, chaplains have the privilege of working together freely with chaplains of other various denominations and faith groups without compromising their own faith. 

[image: image6.emf]
    Next Month:  The Chaplaincy; the unique  role that Lutheran 
Chaplains have played in American History 


	Brothers and Sisters of St. John’s, greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Welcome Pastor Brian Martin as our new assistant pastor. We look forward to your service to Christ, through our congregation and her ministries. There were quite a few people in attendance at Brian’s ordination and installation service. Family, friends, and guests were joined by most of the pastors of the 11th circuit. Dr. Diefenthaler, the district president, also attended the ceremony and ordained Brian. Our very own Bob Sorenson, circuit counselor, installed Brian as St. John’s assistant pastor. The ladies of the church prepared the meal which followed the service. All I can say about the ladies cooking is “YUM”.  Thanks to one and all that helped make this event special.

The building committee is currently working on floor plans for the unfinished educational wing. Since St. John’s does not have a specific ministry in mind for the educational wing, the building committee is trying their best to include a multitude of options. Some of the things that are being considered are a shower stall, laundry provisions, kitchenette, placement of the class rooms, and storage areas to name a few. The building committee is working with the foresight of possibly using the wing for day care, or eldercare, or afterschool, or an emergency shelter, just to name a few. These of course are in addition to the primary function as Sunday school classrooms.

Quite a few members have inquired about where the sanctuary seating stands. I have mentioned in a couple of previous articles that I had hoped the seating would be here by this time. Needless to say, this is not the case. The building committee and fabric committee have been waiting on necessary information from the vendor(s). Here is a summary of the chairs that St. John’s will receive. There will be 200 chairs. Of the 200 chairs, 25 will include arm rest. The chairs with the arm rest will be placed randomly throughout the sanctuary. The fabric will be Bliss Maple. This fabric is a mix of gold tones, burgundy tones, and charcoal tones. The color of the wood will be Valley Pecan. This stain will be very similar to the color of the wooden laminated super structure. The chairs will be 22’’ wide. There will be a book shelf under the seat accessible from the front and rear of the seat. The chairs will be gangable. This will allow the chairs to be joined together as needed to increase their stability, especially when there may be a need to pull on the chair for standing assistance. The seat section and the front of the back section will be cushioned and fabric wrapped. The back of the chair backs will be stained wood to match the legs. These chairs should enhance the beauty of the sanctuary, and pending no complications with the vendor, we hope that the chairs will be in place by our first anniversary in our new church home. Thanks to the building committee and the fabric committee for all of your time and hard work. Please keep in mind that we are currently using rental chairs throughout the building. At any time, the rental business may require the return of their chairs. We have been blessed because Awesome Party Supplies has been gracious by letting us use their chairs at no charge. We certainly do not want to continue taking advantage of their generosity. 

We are close to receiving our swimming pool out front. For those of you who may now have that puzzled look on your face, I am referring to the hole in the front parking lot. The contractor has been notified and made aware of this problem. The excavator is scheduled to address this problem within the next week or two. 

At the last congregational meeting, the members voted to proceed with getting the educational wing finished, but not at the expense of other items. Some of the other items are being addressed. The choir room is close to having a storage closet installed. The parament cabinet in the sacristy has been started and should be completed in a couple of weeks. The audio/visual team continues working on the sanctuary sound. 

Keep an eye out for the BEES that will be on the church property the first full week of July. Vacation Bible School will be from Monday, July 5th through Friday July 9th. The time will be from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Children of all ages are welcome. Please see or call Catherine Varner if you are interested in helping out. No help will be turned away.

At the last council meeting, the council members reviewed the church’s constitution and by-laws to see if changes needed to be made, and, whether or not they were being adhered to. The consensus was that the constitution and by-laws were being adhered to at this time, and that no changes are needed. At some point in the future, the constitution committee may revisit the document if further concerns are expressed by the members. This action was as a result from concerns raised at the June congregational meeting.

In closing, I would like to remind the members of St. John’s that the congregation has adopted a set of norms for conflict. If you have a problem with another member, or are concerned with issues of the church, then follow scripture from the book of St. Matthew. Speak with the person you may experiencing difficulties with in a Christian like manner, not with other members that have no clue as to what is happening.  If this creates further difficulties, then see one of the pastors or your elder. 

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”            ( Matthew 18: 15, 16 )
May you all have a safe and blessed July.

                                                                                                  God’s Peace,

                                                                                                     Longest
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Vacation Bible School   July 5- 9


Kids zip, zap, and zoom at Planet Zoom. They ZIP into VBS and ZAP into God’s Word. They help each other learn with memorable activities, confess that they “BEE”LIEVE in Jesus, our Savior, and then ZOOM out to share Jesus’ love in the world. Planet Zoom registration is open for ages 3–12 who will attend VBS from July 5 to July 9,   6 – 8 PM. Kids meet friends, explore Bible stories, do fun activities, sing great songs, make crafts, play games, and eat snacks.    Use the ½ sheet below to invite a child in your life.  (
Closing Program will be Friday July 9th at 7 PM.  All invited.  Picnic dinner to follow.

We appreciate your prayers for Planet Zoom, our Vacation Bible School. 

Ask God to bring children to our program so they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior! 
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	Mark Your Calendars!
The 2010 Southeastern District Ablaze! Tending the Flame Conference:  July 30-August 1, 2010

~ Living Letters ~
Christ has written with the Spirit of the Living God on our hearts that we would be His letters of recommendation. As a living letter, what do people read when they see you? Do they see Christ in you? Are you in the mission field, meeting people where they are, and serving with compassion?  

Reggie McNeal, this year’s speaker, encourages us to be the people of God serving in the midst of the world that God loves. It promises to be an exciting Conference.   

Early Bird registration is $60 (must be postmarked by June 15) 

 Regular Registration - $90

Youth & Children - $25

Echelon will be performing for the Youth Program!

We are located at the Holiday Inn Koger Center in Richmond, Virginia. Call 804-379-3800 and request the conference rate of $92 when making your room reservation.

Workshops for everyone, Evangelism Fair, Praise & Worship, Family Friendly

If you want others to see Christ in you as you serve in the mission field, don’t miss this conference.



	THE LUTHERAN LECTURE SERIES

Presents a day focusing on Medical Ethics. The theme for this year is:

COME LET US PLAY GOD

Four Lutheran scholars who have contributed to the bioethics discussions taking place in our nation will each make a presentation. Have you wondered about in vitro fertilization, surrogate motherhood, and other ethical topics? 

These and other issues will be examined from a Lutheran perspective.

This event will take place on October 30th at Augustana Lutheran Church in Hickory, NC. It will start at 11AM and go to 4:30 PM. For more information, contact Rev. Ray R. Ohlendorf at 828.632.4863. or revxpistos@charter.net 




	

	


July 2010





– Session I –


A Lutheran Understanding of Ethics, the Mind of the Maker


By Rev. John Pless - Professor at Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne





– Session II –


The Right to Live, It is Good that You are Here


By Dr. Robert Weise - Professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis








– Session III –


The Right to Die, the Considerate Hero


By Dr. James Bachman - Professor at Concordia University, Irvine CA





– Session IV –


A Brave New World, Welcome to the Promise Land


By Dr. Mark Mattes - Professor at Grand View University, Iowa








Comparative Religions Class


Christianity vs. Mormonism


At St. John’s Lutheran Church


Sunday Morning Adult Class


Beginning July 18, 2010


Come with Questions


Some of the topics that we will discuss:


Are Mormons Christian?


What is the history of Mormonism in the United States?


Is Mormonism really related to the Masonic Lodge?


What should I do when the Mormons come to my door?


What is the truth about the origins of Mormonism?


What do Mormons teach regarding:


*  The afterlife			*  The origins of their faith


*  The origins of life		*  The father, son, and holy ghost


*  The American Indians	*  The requirements of the temple





This is a class that EVERYONE should attend!





�


Happy Fourth of July!


Let us praise God for giving us the freedoms which we enjoy in this great nation!


Let us ask God to sustain our country, to guard and protect us, that we would do His will.


Let us thank God for those who serve and for those who have served our nation.





Special “THANKS” to all of those who have worked so hard to make VBS possible this year! God bless our efforts to bring Christ to His children.  May our 2010 VBS sow the seeds of faith within the future leaders of Christ’s Church!








