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To the saints at St. John’s Lutheran Church  
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As I hope that many of you have noticed, Michelle, the kids, and I are expecting a baby.  In fact, because of the timing of our previous three, Michelle and I have been in a continuous state of expectation for a month now.  All of this expectant waiting has gotten me to thinking about the things upon which we wait.  As Christians, we are all expectantly waiting for God’s blessings both here on earth and those which God has so graciously promised for us in Heaven.

Christ Himself worked to make possible the biggest blessing that we Christians are expectantly waiting for, Heaven.  His work on the cross secures a place in Heaven for each of God’s faithful children.  God makes it possible for His wayward creation (you) to come into His presence without fear of punishment or death. This is remarkable because it is our sin that separated us from God in the first place.
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The spectacular thing about this Heavenly promise is that we never know when the time will arrive that we draw our last breath or that Christ returns calling His own to His side.  We wait with eager expectation for something that could happen at any moment, just like the birth of a baby…

Even as we await the glories of Heaven, which is imminent, we don’t just sit on our hands.  As with the expectation of a new child, there is work to be done.  You get the baby’s room set, paint the walls, place the crib, wash everything, get diapers, and prepare the announcements.  
So too with Heaven, we prepare ourselves, which is why we go to church, go to Bible Studies, pray, read God’s Word, share the Good News with those we meet, and make sure that our relationships are right (Luke 6:41-42).  This we do so that we might be prepared when the time is right. We do not want to miss the thing which we have been so looking forward to for so long for the lack of preparation.  Jesus encourages us to see it like this with The Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25.   

I pray that God blesses your expectant preparations!
Pastor Giese 
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Report on the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
2010 National Convention

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Farmville, Virginia is a member congregation of a larger Lutheran body in the USA.  This larger church body is called the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Its name was taken from the location in which it first formed, Missouri.  The term “synod” now means “assembly” or “gathering”, but the word originates in the Greek and literally means to “journey together”.  The Lutheran congregations which make up the LCMS have agreed to journey together for the purpose of mutual support, sharing resources for mission and ministry, and to assist in maintaining doctrinal integrity.  All of this is done to further the work of the Holy Spirit: the proclamation of the Good News of Christ Jesus for the expansion of the Kingdom of God and the salvation of many.  St. John’s had a voice at this assembly, Rev. Tim Bohlman of Bethany, Waynesboro representing Circuit 11.

The LCMS meets in convention every three (3) years to conduct the business of the church body, to elect officers, and to address concerns.  There were about 3,000 people who participated in this, the Synod’s 64th Regular Convention, and of those there were 1,200 who were voting pastoral and lay delegates.  The event was convened in Houston, Texas July 10-17 with the theme “One People – Forgiven”.  

Below are a few of the highlights of the convention.  These are just a few of the decisions that national delegates made on behalf of our Synod.   The delegates voted to:

· Continue and complete the Fan into Flame initiative of “Ablaze!”. As of July 2010, $58.9 million has been raised to launch 2,000 new congregations, “revitalize” 2,000 existing congregations, and to fund mission and outreach efforts worldwide.

· Streamline the organization of the Synodical Office, specifically how Boards and Commissions are connected with and accountable to the LCMS Office of the President

· Maintain the current 3-year Convention cycle as opposed to the proposed 4-year cycle.

· Maintain the current number and method of selection for Convention delegates (1,200) instead of the proposed reduction to 600 delegates.

· Express distress and sadness over recent decisions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) regarding the Ordination of homosexuals and rejection of God’s Word.  We will, for the time being, remain in a cooperative relationship with the ELCA to address relief and social needs.

· Establish a task force to evaluate the viability of the current 35 Districts of the Synod with the possibility of a reorganization in the future.

Finally, the delegates also voted in a new slate of officers for the LCMS. 

REMINDER:  The Rev. Dr. Jon Diefenthaler was re-elected for another 3-year term at the Southeastern District Convention which was held in May 2010.  The elections which the delegates voted on were the national elections.  
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The 2010 Convention Election of New Church Officers of the LCMS:
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  Synodical President 

· Rev. Mathew C. Harrison
He replaces the incumbent, the Rev. Gerald Kieschnick, in a vote of 643 to 527.
Rev. Harrison has served as the executive director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod since 2001. LCMS World Relief and Human Care has provided more than $50 million in mercy grants and projects over the last five years including the $14 million LCMS response to Hurricane Katrina.  These are all funds which are given by faithful LCMS church-goers like you.

Rev. Harrison served for more than a decade as a parish pastor in rural Westgate, Iowa and inner-city parishes in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He also served on the LCMS Board for Mission Services (1998-2001).
He is a 1980 graduate of Sioux City East High School and a 1987 graduate of Morningside College. In 1989, he graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, where he also earned his Master of Sacred Theology (STM). He resides in Ballwin, MO, with his wife Kathy and their two sons
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  1st Vice President 
 - Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, Jr.
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  2nd Vice President 
 -  Rev. John C. Wohlrabe, Jr. 
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  3rd Vice President 
 - Rev. Paul L. Maier 
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  4th Vice President 
 - Rev. Daniel Preus
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  5th Vice President 
 - Rev. Scott R. Murray 
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What is happening with our building project?

As of July 31st, 2010…

What is happening now?

· 1913 S. Main Street. We continue to patiently wait God’s timing.

· Grounds: Take a moment to enjoy our beautiful crape myrtles along the front drive! The hole in the parking lot has been patched.  Let us pray that this is the last spot that will need repair.  Please beware as you cross the parking lot that there are parts of the patch that are above the level of the rest of the parking lot…watch your step!
· Sanctuary Seating: The chairs are ordered! However, we are looking at the possibility of a 12-week wait for them to be delivered.  I am hopeful that we will have the new chairs before Reformation. 

· The Educational Wing: The Building Committee has spent considerable time reviewing the floor plan of the Ed Wing and has come up with a revised plan.  This is the plan that was presented to the congregation at the Voter’s Assembly on the 25th of July.  I believe that this final plan incorporates many of the possible features that St. John’s will need in the coming decades.  Our next step as a congregation is to push forward.  

>> In the coming weeks, the Building Committee will need to continue the momentum and do the following: prepare/review the financing, be sure all the permitting requirements are met, determine who will complete the construction (I believe that the Building Committee has decided that St. John’s will be the general contractor), begin to purchase construction materials and schedule work.  This will be a long process, but when it is complete, opportunities abound!  Let us pray that God continues to bless this endeavor!

· Other Progress:  The current work in the Choir Room is complete.  If you have not had a chance to take a look, please ask Mrs. Bound for a tour!  We are waiting for the cabinetmaker to finish his work for both the Vesting and Working Sacristies.  As Jack Stamper announced at the Voter’s Assembly, the Building Committee has a new subcommittee to begin the process of selecting a steeple which will be appropriate for our building.  There are literally hundreds to choose from.  Please remember that a steeple will be one of the most visible features of our church.  We want to be sure that we choose a good one.  Give the subcommittee time to work and make a good selection for us!
We are getting closer and closer to a completed building!  How wonderfully God has blessed us!
O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do? Deuteronomy 3:24

Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Giese
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When to Call Your Pastor

Call When there is a Death in the Family.

· Any time there a death in the family

· Any time you have been told that the death of a family member is imminent

· Any time that you have been told that you or a family member has a terminal disease

Call When Entering the Hospital.

· Hospitals usually do not call the church when someone is admitted 

· If surgery is scheduled and you wish to have Holy Communion or a visit from the pastor do not hesitate to call the church office

· If there is an emergency and someone is taken to the hospital

· In any case of an accident or injury requiring hospitalization

· When a baby is born.  Often when the information has reached the church office the mother and baby are home.

Call When in Need of Personal or Family Counseling.

· Pastor is willing to listen, encourage, pray and apply a Biblical perspective and help in a crisis, but he is not a licensed counselor.

· Pastor is also happy to assist in finding the right community agency to help with particular kinds of needs, i.e. Professional Counseling, etc…

Call When You Need to Talk or Pray.

Which Pastor Should You Call?  Pastor Giese or Pastor Martin?

· Please feel free to call the pastor with whom your are most comfortable.


This Month:
Past Presidents of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
In light of the political developments in our synod this past month, I thought it might be helpful to have a list of the Presidents of the LCMS, when they served, and where they had their offices.  The list below includes our most recent President-Elect, Rev. Matthew Harrison and goes all the way back to our first President, Rev. C. F. W. Walther.    

Please pray for our out-going President, Rev. Gerald Kieschnick.  We thank God for his faithful service and ask that the Lord would bless him and his family during this time of change.  We also pray for our President-Elect, Rev. Matthew Harrison, that Almighty God would give him the wisdom and patience needed to faithfully lead our Synod in the coming years and that he would decrease so that Christ may increase (John 3:30).

	President
	Dates in Office
	Residence

	   C. F. W. Walther
	1847-50; 1864-78
	St. Louis, MO

	   F. C. D. Wyneken
	1850-64
	St. Louis, MO, 1850-59;                                    Freidheim, IN, 1859-65

	   H. C. Schwan
	1878-99
	Cleveland, OH

	   Franz Pieper 
	1899-1911
	St. Louis, MO

	   F. Pfotenhauer
	1911-35
	Chicago, IL

	   J. W. Behnken
	1935-62
	Oak Park, IL, 1935-51;                                St. Louis, MO, 1951-62

	   Oliver Harms
	1962-69
	St. Louis, MO

	   J. A. O. Preus
	1969-81
	St. Louis, MO

	   Ralph A. Bohlmann
	1981-92
	St. Louis, MO

	   Alvin Barry
	1992-2001
	St. Louis, MO

	   Robert T. Kuhn
	2001
	St. Louis, MO

	   Gerald B. Kieschnick
	2001-2010
	St. Louis, MO

	Matthew Harrison
	President Elect, 2010
	St. Louis, MO



A Letter from Southeastern District President,
Rev. Dr. Jon Diefenthaler regarding
The 2010 Synod Convention

July 21, 2010

Dear Partners in Mission:

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church!

"Regular" is the term that appears in the title of national conventions of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. From what most of us have already witnessed or heard, the one just completed in Houston was anything but a "regular convention."

From the day I arrived, it was clear to me that most of the energy of this convention would be invested in the elections and the proposed changes in structure and governance. The election results were surprising, even shocking, to many, and they have clearly resulted in a wholesale change of leadership in virtually all synodical positions. We have a brand-new President, Matthew Harrison, and First Vice-President, Herbert Mueller, as well as a couple of other big changes in the composition of the Praesidium. From the Board of Directors on down, there are very few incumbents returning to their positions of service. Conventions certainly have the right to express their will. But in many cases, we have suffered some significant leadership losses. 

The Structure and Governance Floor Committee succeeded in hitting more of a "stand-up double" than a "home run." On the one hand, the Convention decided by a thin margin to streamline all the synodical boards and some commissions into a "national" and an "international" mission board. We also concurred with the resolutions to divide the Synod into five regions, each of which will nominate its own Vice President, representative on the LCMS Board of Directors, and members seated on the two mission boards. All congregations will have opportunity to participate in the election of the Synod President in 2013, and the President-elect will select a slate of candidates from the top 20 nominated for First Vice-President, from which the Convention will in turn choose the one who will serve in that office. Realignment of the 35 LCMS Districts will be studied for a recommendation to the next convention. [Which means that the Southeastern district will remain as it is for now.]

On the other hand, the money-saving shift from a three to a four-year cycle of district and synod conventions failed to gain the necessary two-thirds vote. The Convention chose not to act on another financially-prudent resolution to reduce the number of voting delegates to the Synod Convention from approximately 1200 to 600. It also blinked on the proposal to let the election of these same delegates take place in a new way, so that districts might more freely configure their circuits to aid area mission development. 

In retrospect, this Convention appears to have ignored my pre-convention warning about making major changes without preserving a measure of continuity in either structure or leadership. Everything at the synodical level, therefore, has changed! Those who are taking the reins of leadership on September 1 will be facing great challenges. Hence, I encourage all of us, whether we were pleased with the outcome of the elections or not, to give them our support and to keep them in our prayers.

During these next months, the actions of the Convention will be studied, necessary changes made… 

I encourage you to be in prayer for the work of the Gospel that unites us and remains before us. 

"Will the Ablaze! movement continue?" The answer to this already frequently-asked question is a resounding "yes." The Convention in fact adopted to solid resolution to this effect. Under the Ablaze! banner, the Southeastern District is being richly blessed by God. The number of faith-sharing moments that have been tabulated to date is approaching 600,000, and we are more than halfway toward our goal of 100 new mission starts. Surrounding these missions are more than 2000 mission prayer partners. My proudest moment at the Convention, moreover, was the fact that two out the three congregations that received special recognition for their participation in the Ablaze! fundraising effort were from the SED. 

Even more encouraging was the Convention's overwhelming endorsement (1080-33) of the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. LMI not only aims to mobilize all Lutherans in the US in the global fight against a disease that kills one million people worldwide each year. It provides a unique opportunity for us to bear witness to the Jesus that so many in our culture long to see. [Dr. Diefenthaler has expressed a personal interest in having St. John’s participate in this program!]
In my view, the uncertainty and the challenge that the 64th Regular Convention of the LCMS has created dare not distract us. The Lord of the Church, after all, is Jesus Christ. The mission opportunities that God has given to our congregations, therefore, must remain our focus.

In conclusion, the pledge I make to you as your SED President is to keep us one District together in mission!

Very truly yours in Christ,

Dr. Jon Diefenthaler, President

Southeastern District, LCMS











24 July 2010

Greetings to all in the name of our Savior, Christ Jesus!

How time flies! Already a month has passed since my ordination. Over the past few weeks I’ve been acclimating myself to my role as assistant pastor at St. John’s. I’ve also met with Pastor Giese several times to explore additional opportunities to witness to others the all-encompassing mercy of Christ through various mission and ministry opportunities. 

One such opportunity that relates directly to the spiritual health and well-being of both our church body and the Farmville community is the addition of a mid-week worship service to our  worship schedule. My prayer is that offering such a time for reverent worship and prayer will spiritually benefit all who desire to be in communion with God and their fellow Christians in the privacy and security of God’s holy house.  To that end I will be leading a Vespers service (see page 229-234 in the LSB for the actual liturgy and order of service) beginning the first Wednesday in September at 7:00 P.M. The service is not long, so it should fit comfortably with your usual evening activities. Remember that this service is in addition to our traditional Sunday services.  I ask that you lift this worship opportunity to the Lord, asking Him to bless our time together.  I see this as allowing us an additional time to gather as a people in need of Christ’s love and healing presence as well as a time to honor and worship our Triune God. So remember, Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning in September. Please join us if you can!

On to another subject  I responded favorably to God’s call, through your local assembly of believers at St. John’s, to serve His Church as a pastor in the office of the public ministry. You know that. You may or may not know that that call was to serve 16 hours/week. Because of that I intend to be in the Farmville area during the day on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays. Obviously I’ll be in church on Sundays, but I probably won’t be in the church building all day on the other days. And, depending on what’s going on during the week, I may also be in and around Farmville on days other than Wed/Fri. With that in mind, please consider calling me in advance if you’d like to get together so that I can make sure to meet with you at a time and place that suits us. As one of your pastors I truly desire to serve you in ways that honor God and advance His kingdom. So, please contact me if I can be of service. Here’s how:

Home number = 434-374-9387. Leave a message if necessary. 

Cell number = 434-738=3353. Leave a message if necessary.

Email = martinb@kerrlake.com (I check it regularly).

Home address = 71 Creedle Drive, Clarksville, VA 23927    

One final bit news. Some of you know me better than others. All of you should know that I detest useless, godless rumors. Such idle gossip undermines the work of the Church by allowing Satan access to places he has no business in. Sadly, there’s plenty to keep him busy in the profane world. Understand clearly that I love blowing malicious gossip out of the water! For the sake of the Gospel I will not hesitate to confront and challenge anyone who appears to be slinging mud simply because they think they can get away with undermining the Church by bringing unwarranted controversy and dissention into its midst. If you hear anything that does not ring true, troubles you, or causes you to question the Christian integrity of pastor or layman, consider doing two things: First, remind the gossiper of St. James words: 
 1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.    How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.
Secondly, strongly encourage him to repent of his thoughtless and destructive meddling and turn to Christ (and his neighbor, if warranted) for forgiveness. I will support any and everyone who works to shed the light of Christ into dark corners.

May the peace and love of the Christ who died for your sins be yours in abundance!

Pastor Martin           

PARTNERS IN PRAYER

We are now meeting on the 4th Sunday Morning at 9:15 in order to accommodate schedules of those already attending.  Our meeting consist of  a short Bible Study, currently we are looking at the prayers of Paul, an even shorter business discussion, and then group prayer time.  Anyone is welcome to come and try us out.  You will not be made to pray aloud.  Confidentiality

concerning prayer requests is a must with our group and must be adhered to whether the prayers are during our meeting time or whenever we are asked to pray with or for someone. We believe prayer is an important element of the Christian life and continue to encourage one another in our growth in this area.

Partners in Prayer will be sponsoring another Prayer Service on the 3rd  Thursday of August, the 19th at 7PM.  This is an ideal time to join with your brothers and sisters in faith and pray for St. John’s and its’ ministry, the Southeastern District, and our Synod as a whole. 

 It is also a time for group prayer for our nation.  If you don’t like what is happening in our country instead of complaining to others, let’s come together in prayer lifting our concerns to our Heavenly Father.  

Finally, it is a time to pray for our families or friends and even ourselves.

An opportunity is provided at the end of the service to bring your concerns to the altar and having someone pray for you or with you.  A joy everyone should experience at least once in a lifetime if not often.
Vacation Bible School 2010
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Vacation Bible School was held July 5 – 9 this year.  Pictured above are some of the children and adults that had fun at the Planet Zoom VBS, where Bold BEE-lievers Zip, Zap & Zoom for Jesus.  
We had an average of 15 children each night and just as many dedicated volunteers.  Thanks to all who volunteered!  The children’s nightly collection (specified to be loose change) totaled $107. 81 and was designated for construction of the educational wing.
Regular Sunday school classes for the children will resume after labor day.  
Interested in serving as a teacher?

Please prayerfully consider the possibility of using your talents in this unique way this fall.  
See Catherine Varner for more information. 
August 2010
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Mark your Calendars!


Partners-in-Prayer (PIP) will be sponsoring a series of Prayer and Healing Services at St. John’s in the coming year.  These services will meet on the third Thursdays of the month.  


The preliminary schedule for the next year is as follows:





  August 19, 2010; 	   October 21, 2010


  January 20, 2011; 	   May 19 or June 2


  July 21, 2011; 		   September 15, 2011





Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or 



































withheld his love from me! Psalm 66:20











Below is a letter from our District President to the pastors of the Southeastern District.  I share this with you because he explains some of his views of what happened at the 2010 LCMS National Convention, addresses some of the questions that have been asked of me, and shares his hope for the future of our Synod.


- Pastor Giese


For additional information


Please take a look at the following:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lcms.org/" ��http://www.lcms.org/�  or  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lcms.org/pages/convention.asp?NavID=13524" ��http://www.lcms.org/pages/convention.asp?NavID=13524�









































